
February, 2019 The United Church of Clinton 

Pass It On!! 
PASTOR LEE’S PONDER 

       
Dear Friends, 
 
What a day yesterday was! Your Vitality Scouts and I spent most of 
the day with Peter Wells from Hope Partnership and Kelly Gallagher 
from the UCC delving into the story of United Church.  The day ended 
with a gathering of church folk for a time of Appreciative Inquiry – 
asking questions and giving answers from a place of apprecia-
tion.  (See Gloria’s article on pg. 5for more.) 
 
We didn’t set out planning it this way, but three very important things 
are converging right now at United Church.  Worship was a bit differ-
ent last Sunday and will be for the next 5 weeks.  This six-week series 
on creativity is called “Let Us Be Drawn In”.  Last Sunday’s theme was 
“Dream” – appropriate as we continue to envision what our future 
might look like.   
 
We also kicked off our Consecrating Stewards Campaign last week 
which had originally been planned for the fall.  This change of plans 
gave us a wonderful opportunity to meld the Be Drawn In worship se-
ries into the larger vision of Being Drawn In.  We are all called by God 
who is constantly reaching out to us to draw us in to his love, grace, 
joy and hope; and when we open ourselves to that God-gift, we are 
able to dream and imagine knowing the one who created all is holding 
us and cheering us on.   
 
 
 
(Continued on page 3) 
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Be Drawn In!   

Consecration Sunday, March 3  

Followed by a delicious potluck lunch! 

It’s that time of year when we prayerfully reflect on what it means to be 

good stewards of our church, our community, and all that God has entrust-

ed to us. 

Consecration Sunday, when we rededicate our time, talents, and treasure, is March 3. In the weeks prior, our 

church family will consider what it means to be drawn in by/to the love of God; and in response to that gift, con-

sider how we might draw in others by our thoughts, words, and deeds. 

What does “Be Drawn In” by and to God mean? Jesus gave us the answer when he summarized the Ten Com-

mandments: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” He contin-

ued: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  

So simple; so challenging! 

To be drawn further into God’s love, we’ll need to consider letting go of things that get in the way. To draw in oth-

ers, we’ll need to consider the sometimes difficult and less obvious needs of others. But as stewards of all that be-

longs to God, this is our assignment.  

Consecration Sunday, March 3, is the day we’ll celebrate God’s love as we promise God our time, talents, and 

treasure. Come, Be Drawn In! 

 SERVANTS IN FAITH/GERMAN CHRISTMAS 
MARKET 

It seems like we just finished the German 

Christmas Market, yet here it is the end of Jan-

uary 2019. We had a good Market and are back 

to planning for the next one.  The dates for 

2019 will be December 6-8.  We did some 

changes last year and we will be tweaking 

some of the changes and trying to make 2019 

even better.  We were able to give the Church 

$6,000 toward the budget. 

We are going to start something new; one Sun-

day a month starting in February we will be 

having a Soup and Bread Sunday for coffee 

hour in place of our regular fare of pastries.  

We will be starting this on Feb 3rd, for Souper 

Bowl Sunday.  We are hoping to make this an 

outreach to the community as we go through 

the year. Also, we are going to be planning 

more Suppers, raffles, joining in the Town Wide 

Yard Sale, Olde Home Day, and hopefully 

getting our presence out into the community, 

and inviting them in to join with us. 

Each of us on the committee will be working 

hard, and we will be reaching out to each and 

every one of you to ask for your help, time and 

talents. 

Dawn Sivert, 

Chairperson  
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He contin-

ll need to consider letting go of things that get in the way. To draw in oth-

ll need to consider the sometimes difficult and less obvious needs of others. But as stewards of all that be-

PASTOR LEE’S PONDER (...continued from page 1) 

“Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred 
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you.  I will make of 
you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so 
that you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and the 
one who curses you I will curse: and in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.’ 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with 
him.  Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from 
Haran.  Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the 
possessions that they had gathered, and the persons whom they had 
acquired in Haran; and they set forth to go ot the land of Canaan. 

As Abram and Sarah were called into the unknown, so are we.  We don’t 
know what the future holds, but we can be sure that this amazing creative 
God is in the midst of all we do! 

As Rev Wells said last night, this is a challenging process; a time we wish we 
could hurry through so we can see the end results.  Yet it is a time that calls 
for prayer, conversation, discernment; and then more prayer, conversation 
and discernment as we brainstorm and refine our vision and our mis-
sion.  Our “WHY” that calls us forward to the future. 

In Peace, 

Pastor Lee 

 

WOW!!  WORKING on 

WEBSITE... 

Attention Committee 

and Team Leaders.  

Please take a look at 

our website 

www.clintonunitedchu

rch.org and let us know 

what changes to make 

to information related 

to your ministry in the 

church.   

Attention all members 

and friends.  We often 

take photos at worship 

and other church 

events.  If you do not 

want your photo in-

cluded on the website 

or our publications, 

please let the office 

know. 
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LIVING OUR SOCIAL JUSTICE “WHY” 

To seek justice, and love kindness, and 

walk humbly with our God. (Micah 6:8) 

The past couple of months we’ve focused 

on collecting winter clothes for communi-

ties far and near.  

Winter Togs Collection: In December we 

sent two large boxes of hats, gloves, and 

scarves to the Sioux YMCA in Dupree, 

South Dakota. The YMCA acts as a distri-

bution center for the reservation and 

relies on our winter togs collection. 

Winter Coat Collection: In January we 

squished four large bags of winter coats 

into Glo-

ria’s Prius 

and de-

livered 

them to 

the 

Thomas 

J. Sere-

wicz, Sr.  Foundation in Clinton. In case 

you didn’t see it on the United Church of 

Clinton’s group Facebook page, here’s 

what Lynne Serewicz wrote: 

“Unfortunately, I was not quick enough to 

get pictures of Gloria Parkinson delivering 

TONS of wonderful, warm items she col-

lected at her church for us this season. 

But I must take this opportunity to thank 

her and The United Church of Clinton for 

their help and support and dedication to 

helping others!” 

Upcoming projects: Throughout the sea-

son of Lent, Our Spare Change Jars will be 

collecting for Abby’s House in Worcester 

that provides emergency shelter and 

affordable housing for women and their 

children. Learn more about Abby’s House 

at www.abbyshouse.org.  

We continue to provide a monthly meal 

for the WHEAT Community 

Café in Clinton. 

Please look for the social jus-

tice efforts of our children and 

youth elsewhere in the news-

letter. Our young folks have 

been very active! 

"Truly I tell you, whatever you 

did for one of the least of these brothers 

and sisters of mine, you did for 

me." (Matthew 25:40, 45,) 

 

Peace. 

Your Social Justice Committee 

From your Vitality Scouts

As everyone knows, our church has en-

rolled in the United Church of Christ

Churches Alive! program. Churches 

Alive! is an in

to help us determine future directions 

for the vitality of our church. These past 

several months your Vitality Scouts and 

Pastor Lee have talked up a storm about 

the first step: Determining Our Quest for 

Why in today

ture.

On January 29, we took the next step, a 

ten

at our church, our neighborhood, the 

town of Clinton, and more. The process, 

which will result in a written assessment 

report brimful of data, will further help 

us to hone in as we evolve into the 

church that God has called us to be at 

this point in time and going forward.

The assessment process was conducted 

by an assessor trained to conduct such 

assessments. In our case this was Rever-

end Peter Wells, who among other re-

sponsibilities has had a life

-

what? Reverend Wells has preached in 

our church! (In 2009 he was our Guest 

Steward on Consecration Sunday.)  On 

January 29 Reverend Wells was accom-

panied by Reverend Kelly Gallagher, 

Massachusetts Associate Conference 

Minister for the United Church of Christ. 

Reverend Gallagher has visited and as-

sisted our church on several occasions 

recently.

So what happened on January 29? The 

assessment started at 11:00 AM with a 

meeting with Pastor Lee. At 2:00 PM 

there was a review of church property, 
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From your Vitality Scouts 

As everyone knows, our church has en-

rolled in the United Church of Christ’s 

Churches Alive! program. Churches 

Alive! is an in-depth program designed 

to help us determine future directions 

for the vitality of our church. These past 

several months your Vitality Scouts and 

Pastor Lee have talked up a storm about 

the first step: Determining Our Quest for 

Why in today’s world and into the fu-

ture. 

On January 29, we took the next step, a 

ten-hour assessment process that looked 

at our church, our neighborhood, the 

town of Clinton, and more. The process, 

which will result in a written assessment 

report brimful of data, will further help 

us to hone in as we evolve into the 

church that God has called us to be at 

this point in time and going forward. 

The assessment process was conducted 

by an assessor trained to conduct such 

assessments. In our case this was Rever-

end Peter Wells, who among other re-

sponsibilities has had a life-time of hands

-on pastoral experience. And guess 

what? Reverend Wells has preached in 

our church! (In 2009 he was our Guest 

Steward on Consecration Sunday.)  On 

January 29 Reverend Wells was accom-

panied by Reverend Kelly Gallagher, 

Massachusetts Associate Conference 

Minister for the United Church of Christ. 

Reverend Gallagher has visited and as-

sisted our church on several occasions 

recently. 

So what happened on January 29? The 

assessment started at 11:00 AM with a 

meeting with Pastor Lee. At 2:00 PM 

there was a review of church property, 

followed by a review of our finances. 

Late afternoon there was an hour-long 

driving tour of Clinton so Reverend Wells 

might get a “feel” for the town.  

An evening appreciative inquiry session 

started at 7:00 PM and ended around 

9:00 PM. The session was an opportunity 

for the 18 folks from our church to share 

their appreciation of our church, others, 

and themselves. Identifying what we 

appreciate is a cornerstone of knowing 

who we are and how we might reach out 

to our neighbors, our community, and 

beyond. We discovered some cool stuff! 

What happens next? Reverend Wells 

takes the information he gathered dur-

ing his visit and then does a ton more 

research (aka. data collection) from relia-

ble sources. The report he generates, 

which we get to read, is not intended to 

tell us what to do. That’s our job. The 

report will, though, spell out several sce-

narios, including doing nothing and con-

tinuing with our status quo.  

For the past months your vitality scouts 

have ventured into the unknown and 

brought back news. 

Now it’s time for our 

entire church to gath-

er up what is really 

important for the life 

of our church and set 

off on our communal 

journey into the un-

known. This won’t be 

a weekend trip! As 

Reverend Wells emphasized, our journey 

will take time, but we’ll never be alone. 

God will always be with us. 

 

 

Update on Our Churches Alive! Process 
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THE UNITED CHURCH 
OF CLINTON 

A federation of the United Church 

of Christ and the    United Meth-

odist Church, we are a church 

home for people from all back-

grounds, and we rejoice in each 

person who comes our way.    

Our goal and hope is to help all to 

see faith and spirituality as a vital 

part of everyday life.  Our worship 

is meaningful, friendships are 

significant, care is compassionate-

ly encouraging, and prayer is 

practiced as   continuing commu-

nication with God. 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARYS 

February  

03 - Bob Norwood   

03 - Michael Khanoyan, Jr   

03 - Bryan Titus   

05 - Laura Golas Facendola  

06 - Jacob Chetwynd   

10 - Janet Lamy   

11 - Susie Hoag   

13 - Jon Sidney Sawyer   

13 - Sydney Furman   

15 - Melissa Braconnier   

16 - Jacqueline Wuth   

16 - Laura Garceau   

16 - Colton Bradbury   

17 - Natalie Burgos  

 18 - Kevin Wuth   

19 - Connor Gilchrest   

21 - Bonnie Clark   

22 - Justin O’Toole   

24 - Bob McTague   

25 - James Erikson  

 26 - Steven Jacobson   

27 - Christine Dobeck   

27 - Jack Lewis   

14 - Alan & Grace Baer   

17 - Betty & Michael  

Khanoyan   

26 - Heidi & Eric Furman   

26 - Donna & Allan Mueller   

 

March  

06– Laura Allen 

15– Jake Poulin 

17– Richard Braconnier 

19– Kate Gill 

21– Tiffany Sontag 

24– Mike Sawyer 

26-  Madeline McTague 

29– Arthur Lamy 

30– Sharon Diaz 
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